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B09 - RIGOBERTO ROY
Max Arthur, bestselling author of FORGOTTEN VOICES: THE
GREAT WAR, presents this moving collection of ﬁrst-hand accounts of life in the Royal Air Force, from 1918 to the present
day. LOST VOICES OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE records the role of
the RAF in World War II, and, particularly, the Battle of Britain and
the desert battles of North Africa, as well as in the Falklands and
in the Gulf War. Through original interviews with air and ground
crew, the spirit and comradeship, the stress, courage, isolation,
vulnerability and the wonder of the wartime ﬂying experience is
vividly explored.
The Royal Navy of Nelson’s time was not short of heroes, nor of
outstanding achievements, but even in this crowded ﬁeld the career of Captain John Quilliam stands out – so often the right man
in the right place at the right time, he was justly described by a
contemporary as ‘the favourite of fortune’. Born on the Isle of
Man 250 years ago, Quilliam has until now evaded detailed study
of his extraordinary life. Indeed, while celebrated as a Manx hero,
in the wider world beyond the Island one of the most important
men on the quarter deck of HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar
remains largely unrecognised. Trafalgar, however, was not even
the high point of Quilliam’s professional journey. From the lowest
rung of the ladder in the dockyard at Portsmouth he climbed to
become Victory’s First Lieutenant, having already survived two of
the bloodiest sea-battles of the era at Camperdown and Copenhagen. In the process he won a share in undreamed of wealth
through the seizure of one of the largest hauls of Spanish gold ever taken by the Georgian navy. Promoted Post-Captain, Quilliam
reached the apogee of his profession, commanding frigates in the
Baltic and on the Newfoundland station in the War of 1812.
There, in a bizarre twist worthy of a novel by O’Brian or Forester,
he defeated an accusation of shirking an engagement with the
American super-frigate President in a Court Martial brought by his
own First Lieutenant. This ﬁrst full biography of a far-from-ordinary naval oﬃcer is itself an unusual collaboration between three
writers, each interested in diﬀerent aspects of Quilliam’s career,
but united by a belief that it deserves a wider audience.
Based on the spoken testimony of veterans of the First World
War, collected by the Sound Archive of the Imperial War Museum
in 1970, this book contains memories of the war.
1916. The Somme. With over a million casualties, it was the most
brutal battle of World War I. It is a clash that even now, over 90
years later, remains seared into the national consciousness, con-

juring up images of muddy trenches and young lives tragically
wasted. Its ﬁrst day, July 1st 1916 - on which the British suﬀered
57,470 casualties, including 19,240 dead - is the bloodiest day in
the history of the British armed forces to date. On the German
side, an oﬃcer famously described it as 'the muddy grave of the
German ﬁeld army'. By the end of the battle, the British had
learned many lessons in modern warfare while the Germans had
suﬀered irreplaceable losses, ultimately laying the foundations
for the Allies' ﬁnal victory on the Western Front. Drawing on a
wealth of material from the vast Imperial War Museum Sound
Archive, Forgotten Voices of the Somme presents an intimate,
poignant, sometimes even bleakly funny insight into life on the
front line: from the day-to-day struggle of extraordinary circumstances to the white heat of battle and the constant threat of injury or death. Featuring contributions from soldiers of both sides
and of diﬀering backgrounds, ranks and roles, many of them previously unpublished, this is the deﬁnitive oral history of this
unique and terrible conﬂict.
In 1988 Iraq was the region's dominant military power and ambitious to become leader of the Arab world. Saddam's war-experienced army were known to have used biological and chemical
weapons in the past. This title provides a picture and explodes
many myths of how this war was carried out, and why.
Featuring an introduction by the 110-year-old Henry Allingham,
the only living survivor of the Battle of Somme, a new anthology
commemorating World War I contains interviews with the families
of World War I veterans, as well as those still alive from the British, German, French, Russian and other armies.
This book constituting a review on the event of Falklands War in
1982, is trying to reveal the facts that the occurrence of such a
war was caused by the political and military miscalculations. General Leopoldo Galtieri had a strategic assumption that he was so
conﬁdent about, namely that the military force planned to seize
Falklands would not make British mobilize its military power, but
it would settle it down at the negotiation. And the quick response
of British becomes the main factor determining its victory in Falklands.
A British Naval commander’s eyewitness account of the 1982 war
in the South Atlantic. Since he was in charge of the amphibious
operations in the Falklands War, it goes without saying that there
is no one better qualiﬁed to tell the story of that aspect of the
campaign than Commodore Michael Clapp. Here he describes,
with considerable candor, some of the problems met in a Navy
racing to war and ﬁnding it necessary to recreate a largely aban-
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doned operational technique in a somewhat ad hoc fashion. During the time it took to “go south,” some sense of order was imposed and a not very well deﬁned command structure evolved,
this was not done without generating a certain amount of friction.
He tells of why San Carlos Water was chosen for the assault and
the subsequent inshore operations. Michael Clapp and his small
staﬀ made their stand and can claim a major role in the defeat of
the Argentine Air and Land Forces.
‘Between Friday and Monday we never slept at all. Everyone’s
face was one mass of sand ... The guns were so hot, all the paint
had gone’ Bombardier Ray Ellis Had the Allies lost in North Africa,
Rommel’s Afrika Korps would have swept through the Middle
East, cutting the vital supply line through the Suez Canal to Australia and India, and taking the oilﬁelds of the Persian Gulf. Britain
would have been isolated, without oil, and unable to ﬁght. These
historic battles of 1940–1943 were fought over vast distances on
rugged terrain, with supply lines often stretched to breaking
point. It was here that David Stirling formed the SAS to perform
audacious sabotage missions, and the Long Range Desert Group
collected intelligence from behind enemy lines. This is the story
of the Allies’ ﬁrst victory against Hitler’s army, told in the voices
of the men who were there, which proved that the seemingly unstoppable Germans could be beaten.
Max Arthur, bestselling author of the hugely popular ‘Forgotten
Voices’ series, recaptures the day-to-day lives of working people
in the Edwardian era.
A battle that helped decide a rare modern confrontation between
an imperial power and an emerging one over territory is expertly
related and explained by a leading historian, with detailed illustrations and supplementary facts.
The Battle of Goose Green was the ﬁrst and longest land conﬂict
of the Falklands War, which was fought between British and Argentine forces in 1982. The British forces, attacking over featureless, wind-swept and boggy ground, were heavily outnumbered
and lacked ﬁre support, but brilliantly defeated the Argentine garrison in a fourteen-hour struggle. If you want to understand what
happened and why – read Battle Story.Detailed proﬁles examine
the personalities of the British and Argentine commanders, including that of Victoria Cross winner Lt Col ‘H’ Jones.First-hand accounts oﬀer an insight into this remarkable fourteen-hour struggle against the odds.Detailed maps explore the area of Darwin
Hill and Goose Green, and the advance of the British forces.Photographs place you at the centre of this pivotal battle.Orders of battle show the composition of the opposing forces’ armies.Packed
with fact boxes, this short introduction is the perfect way to explore this crucial battle.
How the men and women of Britain found 'the road home' after
the Great War. From the SUNDAY TIMES bestselling author of THE
LOST POST. 11am, 11.11.1918: the war is ﬁnally over. After four
long years Britain welcomed her heroes home. Wives and
mothers were reunited with loved ones they'd feared they'd never see again. Fathers met sons and daughters born during the
war years for the very ﬁrst time. It was a time of great joy - but it
was also a time of enormous change. The soldiers and nurses
who survived life at the Front faced the reality of rebuilding their
lives in a society that had changed beyond recognition. How did
the veterans readjust to civilian life? How did they cope with their
war wounds, work and memories of lost comrades? And what of
the people they returned to - the independent young women who
were asked to give up the work they had been enjoying, the
wives who had to readjust to life with men who seemed like
strangers?
From the bestselling author of FORGOTTEN VOICES OF THE
GREAT WAR, comes an unforgettable collection of vivid eyewit-
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ness accounts of life in the Royal Navy Acclaimed historian Max
Arthur pays tribute to the Royal Navy from 1914 to 1945. Drawing on the personal stories of those who have served during this
period, he has created a unique narrative history of the senior service. FORGOTTEN VOICES: THE ROYAL NAVY is a memorable and
moving testament to the courage, spirit, skill and irrepressible humour of those who served in the Royal Navy during these crucial
years.
The 'Forgotten Voices' of the First World War speak for the ﬁnal
time. LAST POST is very consciously the last word from the handful of First World War survivors who were left alive in 2004. Now
they have passed away, our ﬁnal human connection with the First
World War has been broken. Max Arthur, a skilled interviewer,
took the very last chance we had to ask questions of those who
were there. Now updated to include a new introduction by the author for the centenary of the First World War.
Two pivotal moments in British military history, separated by
more than a century, yet both with decisive impacts on Britain’s
national identity and power overseas. At Isandlwana, South Africa, as at Goose Green in the Falkland Islands, British commanders underestimated local forces and found themselves unprepared for the full extent of combat on the ground. One engagement ended in disaster and a total rethinking of tactics. The
other, thanks to hard lessons learned, ended in British victory.
Two renowned experts tell the full stories of both battles, complete with detailed proﬁles of key ﬁgures and a moment-to-moment breakdown of history in the making. Isandlwana 1879 On
January 22, 1879, a 20,000-strong Zulu army attacked 1,700 British and colonial forces. The engagement saw primitive weapons
of spears and shields clashing with the latest military technology.
However, despite being poorly equipped, the numerically superior
Zulu force crushed the British troops, killing 1,300 men, while only losing 1,000 of their own warriors. It was a humiliating defeat
for the British Army, which had been poorly trained and which
had underestimated its enemy. The defeat ensured that the British had a renewed respect for their opponents and changed their
tactics; rather than ﬁghting in a straight, linear formation, known
as the Thin Red Line, they adopted an entrenched system or
close order formations. The defeat caused much consternation
throughout the British Empire, which had assumed that the Zulu
were no match for the British Army; thus, the army was greatly reinforced and went on to victory at Rorke’s Drift. Isandlwana 1879
puts you at the forefront of the action. Goose Green 1982 The Battle for Goose Green has become an integral part of the Falklands
story, and yet it nearly didn’t take place at all. Originally earmarked to be isolated, Goose Green was eventually attacked due
to the loss of momentum in the invasion force. The British 2 Para
Regiment were deployed against the 12th Argentinean Regiment,
which numbered about 1,200 men. The British believed that the
Argentinean force numbered at least half this and set oﬀ with a
strength of 690 men. They took two days’ rations, weapons, and
ammunition in the belief that it would be a swift conquest. There
followed a bitter and bloody ﬁght as the Argentine forces ﬁercely
defended Goose Green. Despite reconnaissance, the British were
hampered by trench systems that they had been unaware of. It
was the ﬁrst major engagement of the Falklands War.
From the end of 1941 to 1945 a pivotal but often overlooked
conﬂict was being fought in the South-East Asian Theatre of
World War 2 - the Burma Campaign. In 1941 the Allies fought in a
disastrous retreat across Burma against the Japanese - an enemy
more prepared, better organised and more powerful than anyone
had imagined. Yet in 1944, following key battles at Kohima and
Imphal, and daring operations behind enemy lines by the Chindits, the Commonwealth army were back, retaking lost ground
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one bloody battle at a time. Fighting in dense jungle and open
paddy ﬁeld, this brutal campaign was the longest fought by the
British Commonwealth in the Second World War. But the troops
taking part were a forgotten army, and the story of their remarkable feats and their courage remains largely untold to this day.
The Fourteenth Army in Burma became one of the largest and
most diverse armies of the Second World War. British, West African, Ghurkha and Indian regiments fought alongside one another
and became comrades. In Forgotten Voices of Burma - a remarkable new oral history taken from Imperial War Museum's Sound
Archive - soldiers from both sides tell their stories of this epic
conﬂict.
Tough, highly adaptable and eﬃcient, the Parachute Regiment
has established itself as one of the ﬁnest ﬁghting forces in the
world. On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of its founding,
renowned historian Max Arthur has compiled this enthralling oral
history of the modern Parachute Regiment. This unique chronicle
is told through the voices of more than a hundred of the soldiers
themselves, and of those involved closely with them. Whether in
the Falklands, Kosovo, Iraq, Sierra Leone or Afghanistan, the
Paras have maintained their reputation for being where the ﬁghting is ﬁercest and where the odds of survival are often stacked
heavily against them. The gripping, visceral ﬁrst-person narrative
makes The Paras stand apart from conventional regimental histories as one of the most remarkable accounts of conﬂict ever published.
In this brilliant and profoundly moving collection of farewell letters written by servicemen and women to their loved ones, Siân
Price oﬀers a remarkable insight into the hearts and minds of
some of the soldiers, sailors and airmen of the past three hundred years. Each letter provides an enduring snapshot of an impossible moment in time  when an individual stares death
squarely in the face. Some were written or dictated as the person
lay mortally wounded; many were written on the eve of a great
charge or battle; others were written by soldiers who experienced
premonitions of their death, or by kamikaze pilots and condemned prisoners. They write of the grim realities of battle, of daily hardships, of unquestioning patriotism or bitter regrets, of religious fervor or political disillusionment, of unrelenting optimism
or sinking morale  and above all, they write of their love for their
family and the desire to return to them one day. Be it an epitaph
dictated on a Napoleonic battleﬁeld, a staunch, unsentimental letter written by a Victorian oﬃcer, or an email from a soldier in
modern day Afghanistan, these voices speak eloquently and forcefully of the tragedy of war and answer that fundamental human
need to say goodbye.
In 1960, the Imperial War Museum began a momentous and important task. A team of academics, archivists and volunteers set
about tracing WWI veterans and interviewing them at length in order to record the experiences of ordinary individuals in war. The
IWM aural archive has become the most important archive of its
kind in the world. Authors have occasionally been granted access
to the vaults, but digesting the thousands of hours of footage is a
monumental task. Now, forty years on, the Imperial War Museum
has at last given author Max Arthur and his team of researchers
unlimited access to the complete WWI tapes. These are the forgotten voices of an entire generation of survivors of the Great
War. The resulting book is an important and compelling history of
WWI in the words of those who experienced it.
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German army to land across the channel, Hitler needed mastery
of the skies—the Royal Air Force would have to be broken. So every day throughout the summer, German bombers pounded the
RAF air bases in the southern counties. Greatly outnumbered by
the Luftwaﬀe, the pilots of RAF Fighter Command scrambled as
many as ﬁve times a day, and civilians watched skies crisscrossed with the contrails from the constant dogﬁghts between
Spitﬁres and Me-109s. Britain’s very freedom depended on the
outcome of that summer’s battle: Its air defenses were badly battered and nearly broken, but against all odds, “The Few,” as they
came to be known, bought Britain’s freedom—many with their
lives. More than a ﬁfth of the British and Allied pilots died during
the Battle of Britain. These are the personal accounts of the pilots
who fought and survived that battle. Their stories are as riveting,
as vivid, and as poignant as they were seventy years ago. We will
not see their like again.
In 1982, Argentina rashly gambled that a full-scale invasion of the
Falkland Islands — ownership of which had been disputed with
Great Britain for over a century — would put an end to years of
political wrangling. However Britain’s response was to immediately dispatch a task force to recover the islands, by force if necessary. The ‘conﬂict’ which followed (a formal declaration of war
was never given) lasted ten weeks from Argentine invasion to British liberation, the white heat of battle using 20th century technology contrasting with bitter hand-to-hand bayonet ﬁghting in inhospitable conditions. Eyewitness accounts by the participants of
both sides, and islanders, leave us in no doubt as to the ferocity
of the combat on land, sea, and in the air. Comparison photography in color of all the battleﬁelds, the crash sites of the aircraft
shot down, the relics and the remains, together with portraits of
those who lost their lives and the battleﬁeld memorials, serve as
a graphic testimony to their endeavors, 25 years after the battle.
A Roll of Honour lists the casualties of both sides and, for the ﬁrst
time, the graves of all the British fallen — both on the islands and
in the United Kingdom — have been visited and photographed as
a lasting record of all those who made the supreme sacriﬁce.
6 June 1944: the day Allied forces crossed the Channel and began
ﬁghting their way into Nazi-occupied Northwest Europe. Initiated
by airborne units and covered by air and naval bombardment, the
Normandy landings were the most ambitious combined airborne
and amphibious assault ever attempted. Their success marked
the beginning of the end for Nazi Germany. Drawing on thousands of hours of eyewitness testimony recorded by the Imperial
War Museum, Forgotten Voices of D-Day tells the compelling story of this turning point in World War 2. Hearing from paratroopers
and commandos, glider pilots and landing craft crewmen, airmen
and naval personnel, we learn ﬁrst-hand what it was like as men
waited to go in, as they neared the beaches and drop zones, and
as they landed and met the enemy. Accounts range from memories of the daring capture of 'Pegasus' bridge by British glider-bourn troops to recollections of brutal ﬁghting as the assault
forces stormed the beaches. Featuring a mass of previously unpublished material, Forgotten Voices of D-Day is a powerful and
important new record of a deﬁning moment in modern history.
This battle atlas details the occupation of South Georgia and the
Falklands Islands/Malvinas by the Argentines, the assembly and
dispatch of the British Task Force, and the reconquest of the islands. Appendices list British ships and aircraft, and Argentine aircraft losses and British gallantry awards.
The author of this book traces the pattern of the part played by logistics in armed conﬂict, from antiquity to the present day. The
main emphasis of the book is on campaigns dating from the Korean War of 1950 onwards, but three selected campaigns from
World War II produce a run-in for what is to follow - as indeed

"The real story of the Falklands War in the words of those who
were there"-- Front cover.
After the fall of France in May 1940, the British Expeditionary
Force was miraculously evacuated from Dunkirk. Britain now
stood alone to face Hitler’s inevitable invasion attempt. For the
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does his briefer coverage of earlier conﬂicts. As a former brigade
commander in the Falklands War of 1982, Thompson draws a picture of what was, in eﬀect, a microcosm of a much larger aﬀair,
the special circumstances of that experience oﬀering a wide spectrum of logistic problems. He concludes with a look at the war on
the Central Front that never was, and casts a glance into the future in the light of the impending changes for the defence of Europe.
The ﬁrst-hand account of one special forces team's operations in
the Falklands War in 1982. The book covers: preparation and departure; at sea; planners and hoaxers; Ascension Island; and HMS
Intrepid in bomb alley.
On 1 April 1982 Major Mike Norman, commander of Naval Party
8901, was looking forward to a peaceful yearlong tour of duty on
the Falkland Islands. But events turned out diﬀerently, for the
next day the Argentines invaded and he and his forty-three Royal
Marines found themselves ﬁghting for their lives.They took up defensive positions around Government House and on the approach
to Stanley from Cape Pembroke to protect the Governor Rex Hunt
and delay the advance to Stanley. They were prepared to die executing his orders. After a desperate battle in the gardens and
even inside the house against superior numbers Rex Hunt ordered them to lay down their arms. As the surrender took place,
an Argentine told a marine: The islands are ours now. The response was simple: We will be back. They were, and this is their
story.The Royal Marines of Naval Party 8901 as well as some
members of the previous detachment volunteered to join the
Task Force and, some seventy-ﬁve days later, the men who witnessed the raising of the Argentine ﬂag over the islands on 2
April saw the triumphant return of the Union Jack.Mike Normans
dramatic account draws on his own vivid recollections, the log recording the defense of Government House, the testimony of the
marines under his command and newly released ﬁles from government archives. It is a powerful and moving tribute to the
marines who confronted the Argentines when they invaded and
then fought to force them out.
Published to mark the fortieth anniversary of the Falklands war
'There was a time when we did extraordinary things.' On 28 May
1982, 450 men of the 2nd Battalion, the Parachute Regiment - 2
Para - went into action to retake the settlement of Goose Green
on East Falkland, where more than 1,000 Argentine soldiers were
holding 119 Falkland Islanders - men, women, children and one
baby - in squalid conditions. Forty years on, Goose Green is still
the biggest and bloodiest battle the British Army has fought in
modern times. This book is the living narrative of the battle told
by the very men who fought it; not just the soldiers of 2 Para, but
also the SAS, the Royal Navy and Merchant Navy, and others, in
more than a hundred exclusive and untold personal accounts.
Some are extremely funny, some touching, and some heart-breaking. All were recorded face to face, the speakers' own words adding a gritty authenticity to each account and conveying the confusion and terror of battle, as well as the courage and selﬂessness
of men in action. Goose Green is a book that goes beyond the oﬃcial histories and the many memoirs to bring to life the ﬁrst and,
as it turned out, the decisive battle of this country's outstanding
campaign to retake the Falkland Islands from a foreign invader.
This is a true story of a great victory against all the odds, told by
the men who fought it.
'It wasn't until after he was safely back in the aircraft again that I
heard that he'd actually been out on the wing to try to put the
ﬁre out ... Remember that we were ﬂying at about 90 miles an
hour at a height of 13,000 feet' Squadron Leader RP Widdowson
on Sergeant James Ward, who earned his VC in 1941 The Victoria
Cross, awarded to the most courageous and determined service-
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men, is the highest military decoration that can be bestowed. In
Forgotten Voices: Victoria Cross, ﬁrst-hand accounts of soldiers,
sailors and airmen describe the incredible events that earned these extraordinary men the VC in the last century. Captivating and
often humbling, these stories depict exceptional acts of bravery
in unimaginable situations, of men who would say they were just
doing their duty. Introduction by General Sir Richard Dannatt.
*** 'If you only read one book about the Falklands make sure it's
this one.' - Soldier magazine 'An extraordinarily detailed account
of the bloodiest battle of the Falklands war.' - Major General Jonathan Shaw CB CBE When 3 Para began their assault under cover of darkness on Mount Longdon in June 1982, nobody knew
what to expect. The three platoons of B Company each approached the mountain silently, treading carefully through a series of defensive mineﬁelds. But following an explosion, ﬁghting
quickly escalated with shocking speed and severity, resulting in
some of the bloodiest close hand ﬁghting, terrible injuries, and
shocking loss of life experienced by British troops since the Korean war. Recreating 3 Para's bloody Falklands battle from multiple
angles, James O'Connell - who fought there and was seriously injured himself - has written a gut-wrenching 360 degree classic.
Frustrated by highly inaccurate books about the battle, O'Connell
decided to set the record straight. What he did next was extraordinary - he revisited the Falkland's ﬁve times with comrades and
Argentine soldiers and literally walked through the battle with
them, step-by-step, creating an unprecedented masterpiece of immersive military publishing. Combined with rare access to the Battalion's records and radio logs, the resulting book is the last word
on Mount Longdon, and might be the most harrowingly realistic
description of modern warfare you will ever read.
This book explores how military memoirs come to be written and
published. Looking at the journeys through which soldiers and
other military personnel become writers, the authors draw on
over 250 military memoirs published since 1980 about service
with the British armed forces, and on interviews with published
military memoirists who talk in detail about the writing and production of their books. A range of themes are explored including:
the nature of the military memoir; motivations for writing; authors’ reﬂections on their readerships; inclusions and exclusions
within the text; the memories and materials that authors draw
on; the collaborations that make the production and publication
of military memoirs possible; and the issues around the design of
military memoirs' distinctive covers. Written by two leading commentators on the sociology of the military, Bringing War to Book
oﬀers a new and original argument about the representations of
war and the military experience as a process of social production.
The book will be of interest to students and scholars across a
range of disciplines including sociology, history, and cultural
studies.
On Lneberg Heath in 1945, the German High Command surrendered to Field Marshall Montgomery; in 2015, seventy years after
this historic triumph, the last units of the British Army ﬁnally left
their garrisons next to Lneberg Heath. Boots on the Ground is the
story of those years, following the British Army against the backdrop of Britain's shifting security and defence policies. From the
decolonisation of India to the two invasions of Iraq, and, of
course, Ireland, the book tracks the key historical conﬂicts, both
big and small, of Britain's transformation from a leading nation
with some 2 million troops in 1945, to a signiﬁcantly reduced
place on the world stage and fewer than 82,000 troops in 2015.
Despite this apparent de-escalation, at no point since WWII has
Britain not had 'boots on the ground' - and with the current tensions in the Middle East, and the rise of terrorism, this situation is
unlikely to change. Sir Richard Dannatt brings forty years of mili-
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tary service, including as Chief of Staﬀ, to tell the fascinating story of how the British Army has shaped, and been shaped by,
world events from the Cold War to the Good Friday Agreement.
Whether examining the fallout of empire in the insurgencies of
Kenya and Indonesia, the politically fraught battle for the Falklands, the long-standing conﬂict in Ireland or Britain's relationship
with NATO and experience of ﬁghting with - or for - America, Dannatt examines the complexity of perhaps the greatest British institution.
This book explores the links between the British government and
the dictatorships of Argentina and Chile, 1973-82, using newly-opened British archives. It gives the most complete picture to
date of British arms sales, military visits and diplomatic links with
the Argentine and Chilean military regimes before the Falklands
war. It also provides new evidence that Britain had strategic and
economic interests in the Falkland Islands and was keen to exploit the oil around the Islands. It looks at the impact of private
corporations and social movements, such as the Chile Solidarity
Campaign and human rights groups, on foreign policy. By analyzing the social background of British diplomats and tracing the informal social networks between government oﬃcials and the private sector, it considers the pro-business biases of state oﬃcials.
It describes how the Foreign Oﬃce tried to dissuade the Labour
governments of 1974-79 from imposing sanctions on the Pinochet
regime in Chile and discusses whether un-elected oﬃcials place
constraints on politicians aiming to pursue an ‘ethical’ foreign policy.
When Argentinian forces invaded the Falklands in April 1982, the
British government responded by despatching a task force to the
Atlantic to wrest back control of the islands. The resulting war
saw modern weapon systems tested in combat for the ﬁrst time,
to tragic eﬀect. In the aftermath, oﬃcial documents were released, but many were heavily censored, and others withheld altogether, so that a full understanding of those events could not be
gained. Drawing from recently declassiﬁed and previously unpublished reports from the oﬃcial inquiry, Dr Paul Brown details the
true story behind the dramatic events that led to the loss of six
British ships – HMS Antelope, Ardent, Coventry and Sheﬃeld, RFA
Sir Galahad and SS Atlantic Conveyor – as well as the controversial sinking of the Argentinian cruiser ARA General Belgrano by
HMS Conqueror.
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone Clocks and
Cloud Atlas | Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize Selected by
Time as One of the Ten Best Books of the Year | A New York
Times Notable Book | Named One of the Best Books of the Year
by The Washington Post Book World, The Christian Science Monitor, Rocky Mountain News, and Kirkus Reviews | A Los Angeles
Times Book Prize Finalist | Winner of the ALA Alex Award | Finalist
for the Costa Novel Award From award-winning writer David
Mitchell comes a sinewy, meditative novel of boyhood on the
cusp of adulthood and the old on the cusp of the new. Black Swan
Green tracks a single year in what is, for thirteen-year-old Jason
Taylor, the sleepiest village in muddiest Worcestershire in a dying
Cold War England, 1982. But the thirteen chapters, each a short
story in its own right, create an exquisitely observed world that is
anything but sleepy. A world of Kissingeresque realpolitik enacted
in boys’ games on a frozen lake; of “nightcreeping” through the
summer backyards of strangers; of the tabloid-fueled thrills of the
Falklands War and its human toll; of the cruel, luscious Dawn Madden and her power-hungry boyfriend, Ross Wilcox; of a certain Madame Eva van Outryve de Crommelynck, an elderly bohemian
emigré who is both more and less than she appears; of Jason’s
search to replace his dead grandfather’s irreplaceable smashed
watch before the crime is discovered; of ﬁrst cigarettes, ﬁrst kisses, ﬁrst Duran Duran LPs, and ﬁrst deaths; of Margaret Thatcher’s
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recession; of Gypsies camping in the woods and the hysteria they
inspire; and, even closer to home, of a slow-motion divorce in
four seasons. Pointed, funny, profound, left-ﬁeld, elegiac, and
painted with the stuﬀ of life, Black Swan Green is David Mitchell’s
subtlest and most eﬀective achievement to date. Praise for Black
Swan Green “[David Mitchell has created] one of the most endearing, smart, and funny young narrators ever to rise up from the
pages of a novel. . . . The always fresh and brilliant writing will carry readers back to their own childhoods. . . . This enchanting novel makes us remember exactly what it was like.”—The Boston
Globe “[David Mitchell is a] prodigiously daring and imaginative
young writer. . . . As in the works of Thomas Pynchon and Herman
Melville, one feels the roof of the narrative lifted oﬀ and oneself
in thrall.”—Time
On 15 February 2003, an estimated two million Britons took to
the streets of London to protest against the war in Iraq. Since the
outbreak of that conﬂict, the anti-war movement has broadened
and now has a global reach. Not all protesters would consider
themselves paciﬁsts - against all wars and violence - but whatever the basis of objection, their protest is part of one of the most
enduring movements in history. Based on nearly 200 personal testimonies from the Imperial War Museum Collections, this landmark book tells the stories of those who participated in protest from the Great War of 1914-18 through to the Second World War,
the Cold War and up to the present day, including the Falkland Islands invasion in the early 1980s, the ﬁrst Gulf War in 1990-1 and
the ongoing conﬂicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Battle for the Falklands is a thoughtful and informed analysis
of an astonishing chapter in modern British history from journalist
and military historian Sir Max Hastings and political editor Simon
Jenkins. Ten weeks. 28,000 soldiers. 8,000 miles from home. The
Falklands War in 1982 was one of the strangest in British history.
At the time, many Britons saw it as a tragic absurdity - thousands
of men sent overseas for a tiny relic of empire - but the British victory over the Argentinians not only conﬁrmed the quality of British arms but also boosted the political fortunes of Thatcher's
Conservative government. However, it left a chequered aftermath
and was later overshadowed by the two Gulf wars. Max Hastings’
and Simon Jenkins’ account of the conﬂict is a modern classic of
war reportage and the deﬁnitive book on the conﬂict.
The subject of the new major ﬁlm by Christopher Nolan It could
have been the biggest military disaster suﬀered by the British in
the Second World War, but against all odds the British Army was
successfully evacuated, and 'Dunkirk spirit' became synonymous
with the strength of the British people in adversity. On the same
day that Winston Churchill became Prime Minister, Nazi troops invaded Holland, Luxembourg and Belgium. The eight-month period of calm that had existed since the declaration of war was over.
But the defences constructed by the Allies in preparation failed to
repel a German army with superior tactics.The British Expeditionary Force soon found themselves in an increasingly chaotic retreat. By the end of May 1940, over 400,000 Allied troops were
trapped in and around the port of Dunkirk without shelter or supplies. Hitler's army was just ten miles away. On 26 May, the British Admiralty launched Operation Dynamo. This famous rescue
mission sent every available vessel - from navy destroyers and
troopships to pleasure cruisers and ﬁshing boats - over the Channel to Dunkirk. Of the 850 'Little Ships' that sailed to Dunkirk, 235
were sunk by German aircraft or mines, but over this nine day period 338,000 British and French troops were safely evacuated.
Drawing on the wealth of material from the Imperial War Museum
Sound Archive, Forgotten Voices of Dunkirk presents in the words
of both rescued and rescuers in an intimate and dramatic account
of what Winston Churchill described as a 'miracle of deliverance'.
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