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A portrait of the late-eighteenth-century
Russian ruler discusses how she seized
and kept the throne in spite of her illegitimate claim and a series of wars, rebellions, and plagues, tracing how she rendered Russia a major European power.
Thoroughly researched and utterly riveting, a revelatory work details the death of
one of Russia's greatest emeperors,
Alezander I, which lead to much speculation that he actually staged his death to
cover a devastating secret, and suggests
that Feodor Kuzmich, a holy man who wandered through Russia doing good works,
and Alexander were one and the same person. 15,000 ﬁrst printing.
This book is a vivid account of life in Moscow, "the most Russian of Russian cities,"
in the year 1903, a year before Russia's
disastrous war with Japan and two years
before the momentous Revolution of 1905.
Though the undercurrents of social change
were running swiftly, the surface stability
of the Tsarist regime show no indication of
the turmoil ahead. The author, who is perhaps best known for his biography Tolstoy,
describes Russian life through the eyes of
a ﬁctional young Englishman visiting a
prosperous Russian merchant family. All
facets of Moscow life are covered, from entertainment and night life to family life and
the devotions of the Orthodox. We learn
about Russia's factory workers and peasants, its soldiers and lawyers, its priests
and its city oﬃcials, its Tsar and his entourage: what they do and what they
wear, what they think and what they
dream. Concluding chapters take our visitor to the famous fair at Nizhny-Novgorod,
which was held every year from July 15 to
September 10, and on a boat trip down
the Volga.
Five ﬂamboyant, OC full-blooded women
had a chance to rule Russia. How did it
happen, and how did they do? In todayOCOs debates about male-female parity,
much goes unsaid. TroyatOCOs book
brings back the past, when women really
had political power. A realisti"
In Paris and London, the crowds hailed him
as the man who had conquered Napoleon,
as the liberator of Europe, and as a benevolent, enlightened monarch. At home he

came to be feared as a reactionary, oppressive autocrat in a country where millions of serfs were still treated as little
more than personal property. A grandson
of Catherine the Great, a conspirator in
the assassination of his own father, and an
idealistic and ineﬀective participant at the
Congress of Vienna, Alexander was torn all
his life between his liberal illusions and the
hard realities of autocratic Russia. In a brilliant biography of one of the most unorthodox of Russia's tsars, Henri Troyat -- winner of the Prix Populiste and the coveted
Prix Goncourt -- delivers a masterful portrait of Europe during a momentous period
in its modern history. [Troyat's] broad-brush narrative restores to center stage
important personalities and their interplay
in the politics of the era. -- James H. Billington, The New York Times Book Review [A]
briskly moving, richly illustrated, ﬂeshand-blood portrait. -- Publishers Weekly
Troyat's biography of Alexander ... turns
out to be more enthralling than most of
the novels I've read lately. -- Pamela
Marsh, The Christian Science Monitor
For one brief period Russia had a democratic government, lasting only eight
months from February to October, 1917.
The fatal blunder of this democracy was to
force its war-weary troops into the summer oﬀensive of 1917. In this comprehensive study, Heenan demonstrates how the
summer oﬀensive created the right climate for the Bolshevik victory. This well-written, well-documented book sheds
light on a key episode in the Russian Revolution. Students of Russian history, East European politics, revolution, or military
aﬀairs will welcome this important book.
On a shimmering, Massachusetts morning,
Martha Brailsford stepped aboard the
"Counterpoint" and went for the last sail of
her life. She had no way of knowing that
the boat's owner, Tom Maimoni, had a
dark side, that he'd lured other women onto his boat. What happened that morning
of July 12, 1998? Was Martha's death an
accident? Or, was she murdered? Would
there be enough evidence for a jury to convict Maimoni? In this nonﬁction debut, mystery novelist Margaret Press takes us into
the heart of Salem, introducing a cast of real-life characters—the other women who
encountered Maimoni, the team of dedicat-

ed investigators, the "lobsterman," and
the modern-day witch of Salem. As the
lives of these townspeople intertwine, readers are drawn in to an intriguing maze of
surprise and contradiciton, where all the
paths lead back to that fateful July morning aboard the "Counterpoint."
Considered one of the greatest female
rulers, Catherine the Great was a German
princess who ruled Russia for 34 years.
She introduced reforms in government
that led to widespread education, advances in medical care, and improvements
in the legal system. Catherine was a voracious reader, and she took many ideas
from her reading. She was particularly inﬂuenced by writers of the Enlightenment
who focused on natural law and science.
As one of Russia's longest rulers, she introduced arts and culture to Russia. Her inﬂuence led to the development of Russia
as a world power in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Ivan the Terrible - the name evokes the legend of a cruel and dangerously insane
tyrant. Fearful Majesty explores that legend and exposes the man, his nature, and
his time. This acclaimed biography of one
of Russia's most important and tyrannical
rulers is not only a rich, readable biography, it is also surprisingly timely, revealing
how many of the issues Russia faces today
have their roots in Ivan's reign. Ivan IV
oversaw huge conquests of neighboring
lands, the creation of a national church,
and Russia's emergence as a world power.
Arrogant, handsome, a gifted orator and
theologian, Ivan was well educated but cruel, profoundly egotistical yet cowardly,
scarred by childhood terrors. He was also
the Russian ruler whose policies ﬁrst cast
Russia in the role of "Evil Empire" to the
West. Throughout his reign, Ivan's unbalanced genius erupted in a tyranny so violent that it threatened to destroy his bloodline, his court, his church, his country.
Details the life of the German-born Russian empress, from her birth in Stettin to
her death at sixty-six, and recreates the
extravagant life of her court, portraying
the men and women who shared or succumbed to her power.
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read
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Often called the greatest novel ever written, War and Peace is at once an epic of
the Napoleonic Wars, a philosophical
study, and a celebration of the Russian
spirit. Tolstoy’s genius is seen clearly in
the multitude of characters in this massive
chronicle—all of them fully realized and
equally memorable. Out of this complex
narrative emerges a profound examination
of the individual’s place in the historical
process, one that makes it clear why Thomas Mann praised Tolstoy for his Homeric
powers and placed War and Peace in the
same category as the Iliad: “To read him .
. . is to ﬁnd one’ s way home . . . to everything within us that is fundamental and
sane.”
"Originally published in the United Kingdom by Constable Books"--Title page verso.
A biography of the infamous czar.
Empress Catherine II brought Europe to
Russia, and Russia to Europe, during her
long and eventful reign (1762—96). She
fostered the culture of the Enlightenment
and greatly expanded the immense empire created by Czar Ivan the Terrible, shifting the balance of power in Europe eastward. Famous for her will to power and for
her dozen lovers, Catherine was also a proliﬁc and gifted writer. Fluent in French, Russian, and German, Catherine published political theory, journalism, comedies, operas, and history, while writing thousands
of letters as she corresponded with Voltaire and other public ﬁgures. The Memoirs
of Catherine the Great provides an unparalleled window into eighteenth-century Russia and the mind of an absolute ruler. With
insight, humor, and candor, Catherine presents her eyewitness account of history,
from her whirlwind entry into the Russian
court in 1744 at age fourteen as the intended bride of Empress Elizabeth I’s
nephew, the eccentric drunkard and future
Peter III, to her unhappy marriage; from
her two children, several miscarriages,
and her and Peter’s numerous aﬀairs to
the political maneuvering that enabled
Catherine to seize the throne from him in
1762. Catherine’s eye for telling details
makes for compelling reading as she describes the dramatic fall and rise of her political fortunes. This deﬁnitive new translation from the French is scrupulously faithful to her words and is the ﬁrst for which
translators have consulted original
manuscripts written in Catherine’s own
hand. It is an indispensable work for anyone interested in Catherine the Great, Russian history, or the eighteenth century.
Alcohol-and alcoholism-have long been
prominent features in Russian life and culture. But as Mark Schrad vividly shows in
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Vodka Politics, it has also been central to
Russian politics. Not simply a chronicle of
drinking in Russia, this book shows how alcohol has been a key shaping force in Russian political history.
Author's Note1. Dispatches from St. Petersburg2. The Chouan3. Those Fateful Flannel
Undershirts4. Herring and Caviar5. The
Heights of Zion6. Pushkin's Button7. The
Anonymous Letters8. Suspects9. Twelve
Sleepless Nights10. Remembrance11. The
Deleted Lines12. The Bold Pedicurist13.
Table Talk14. The Man for Whom We Were
Silent15. The Ambassador's Snuﬀbox16.
One Summer in Baden-BadenEpilogueSourcesNotesIndex of Names Copyright ©
Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
"Impressive." THE WASHINGTON POST
BOOK WORLD Spanning 1800 years of Russia's history, people, poltics, and culture,
Edward Rurtherford, author of the phenomenally successful SARUM: THE NOVEL OF
ENGLAND, tells a grand saga that is as multifaceted as Russia itself. Here is a story of
a great civilization made human, played
out through the lives of four families who
are divided by ethnicity but united in shaping the destiny of their land. "Rutherford's
RUSSKA succeeds....[He] can take his
place among an elite cadre of chroniclers
such as Harold Lamb, Maurice Hindus and
Henri Troyat." SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
A wide-ranging consideration of the nature
and signiﬁcance of Pushkin's African heritage Roughly in the year 1705, a young
African boy, acquired from the seraglio of
the Turkish sultan, was transported to Russia as a gift to Peter the Great. This child,
later known as Abram Petrovich Gannibal,
was to become Peter's godson and to live
to a ripe old age, having attained the rank
of general and the status of Russian nobility. More important, he was to become the
great-grandfather of Russia's greatest national poet, Alexander Pushkin. It is the
contention of the editors of this book,
borne out by the essays in the collection,
that Pushkin's African ancestry has played
the role of a "wild card" of sorts as a formative element in Russian cultural mythology; and that the ways in which Gannibal's
legacy has been included in or excluded
from Pushkin's biography over the last two
hundred years can serve as a shifting
marker of Russia's self-deﬁnition. The ﬁrst
single volume in English on this rich topic,
Under the Sky of My Africa addresses the
wide variety of interests implicated in the
question of Pushkin's blackness-race
studies, politics, American studies, music,
mythopoetic criticism, mainstream
Pushkin studies. In essays that are by
turns biographical, iconographical, cultur-
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al, and sociological in focus, the authors-representing a broad range of disciplines and perspectives-take us from the
complex attitudes toward race in Russia
during Pushkin's era to the surge of racism
in late Soviet and post-Soviet contemporary Russia. In sum, Under the Sky of My
Africa provides a wealth of basic material
on the subject as well as a series of
provocative readings and interpretations
that will inﬂuence future considerations of
Pushkin and race in Russian culture.
Ivan IV, the ﬁrst Grand Duke of Moscow to
take the title Czar, was one of the most violent and demented rulers in history. Both
sadist and mystic, he claimed to be both
the blood successor to Caesar Augustus
and God¿s vicar on earth. Devoted associates and sworn enemies alike perished
amid hideous tortures. Villages, towns and
an entire city were obliterated; he even
murdered his own son in a burst of fury.
And yet, by conquering much of the territory that became 20th century Russia, he also forged an orderly empire out of the barbarous and disordered world into which he
was born. Henri Troyat, the Prix Goncourt
¿winning biographer of Catherine the
Great, Tolstoy, Turgenev and other giants
of Russian history brings to life Russia¿s
bloodiest czar creating the unforgettable
portrait of a man driven mad with the delirium of his divine right to power.
Political Censorship of the Arts and the
Press in Nineteenth-Century Europe presents a comprehensive account of the attempts by authorities throughout Europe
to stiﬂe the growth of political opposition
during the nineteenth-century by censoring newspapers, books, caricatures, plays,
operas and ﬁlm. Appeals for democracy
and social reform were especially suspect
to the authorities, so in Russia cookbooks
which refered to 'free air' in ovens were
censored as subversive, while in England
in 1829 the censor struck from a play the
remark that 'honest men at court don't
take up much room'. While nineteenth-century European political censorship blocked
the open circulation of much opposition
writing and art, it never succeeded entirely in its aim since writers, artists and 'consumers' often evaded the censors by clandestine circulation of forbidden material
and by the widely practised skill of 'reading between the lines'.
This letter is your death sentence. To
avenge what you have done you will die.
But what has Manno the pharmacist done?
Nothing that he can think of. The next day
he and his hunting companion are both
dead.The police investigation is inconclusive. However, a modest high school teacher with a literary bent has noticed a clue
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that, he believes, will allow him to trace
the killer. Patiently, methodically, he begins to untangle a web of erotic intrigue
and political calculation. But the results of
his amateur sleuthing are unexpected—and tragic. To Each His Own is one of
the masterworks of the great Sicilian novelist Leonardo Sciascia—a gripping and unconventional detective story that is also an
anatomy of a society founded on secrets,
lies, collusion, and violence.
Born into the House of Romanov to the all-powerful Peter the Great and Catherine I,
beautiful Tsarevna Elizabeth is the envy of
the Russian empire. Insulated by luxury
and free from the burden of statecraft with
her younger brother in line to take the
throne after Tsar Peter, Elizabeth is seemingly born to pursue her passions. However, following a string of untimely deaths, including her father who dies without naming his successor, Elizabeth's idyllic world
on the sprawling royal estate is shaken. By
her twenties she is penniless and powerless, and under threat from Peter's wouldbe heirs. Elizabeth must decide whether
she is willing to take up her role as Russia's ruler, even if pursuing the throne requires the greatest sacriﬁce of them all.
Let legendary fashion and portrait photographer Albert Watson guide you through
how he captures his amazing images. In a
series of bite-sized lessons Watson unveils
the stories behind his most-famous shots
and gives you the inspiration, tips and
ideas to take into your own photography from how to work with lighting and lenses,
to learning to embrace your creativity and
advice on getting your foot in the industry
door. Illustrated throughout with key images from Watson's incredible 50-year career at the forefront of photography.
Tolstoy has held the attention of mankind
for well over a century. A gifted writer,
whose novels and short stories continue to
entrance readers all over the world, he
was at the same time a fearless moral
philosopher who explored and challenged
the fundamental bases of human societypolitical, economic, legal, and cultural. In
these essays McLean investigates some of
the numerous paradoxes in the Tolstoyan
heritage, engaging both with Tolstoy the
artist, author of those incomparable novels, and Tolstoy the thinker, who, from his
impregnable outpost at Yasnaya Polyana,
questioned the received ideas and beliefs
of the whole civilized world. In two concluding essays, "Tolstoy beyond Tolstoy,"
McLean deals with the impact of Tolstoy
on such diverse ﬁgures as Ernest Hemingway and Isaiah Berlin.
A history of one of Russia's greatest leaders explores the life and career of
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Potemkin, lover of Catherine the Great and
architect of Russian imperial power.
A NYRB Classics Original Winner of the
Scott Moncrieﬀ Prize for Translation A
young soldier learns the true meaning of
fear amidst the carnage of World War I in
this literary masterpiece and “one of the
most eﬀective indictments of war ever written” (Wall Street Journal) 1915: Jean Dartemont heads oﬀ to the Great War, an eager
conscript. The only thing he fears is missing the action. Soon, however, the vaunted
“war to end all wars” seems like a war that
will never end—whether mired in the
trenches or going over the top, Jean ﬁnds
himself caught in the midst of an unimaginable, unceasing slaughter. After he is
wounded, he returns from the front to discover a world where no one knows or
wants to know any of this. Both the public
and the authorities go on talking about
heroes—and sending more men to their
graves. But Jean refuses to keep silent. He
will speak the forbidden word. He will tell
them about fear. John Berger has called
Fear “a book of the utmost urgency and
relevance.” A literary masterpiece, it is also an essential and unforgettable reckoning with the terrible war that gave birth to
a century of war.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “Rutherford
brings England’s New Forest to life” (The
Seattle Times) in this companion to the
critically acclaimed Sarum From the time
of the Norman Conquest to the present
day, the New Forest, along England’s
southern coast, has remained an almost
mythical place. It is here that Saxon and
Norman kings rode forth with their hunting
parties, and where William the Conqueror’s son Rufus was mysteriously
killed. The mighty oaks of the forest were
used to build the ships for Admiral Nelson’s navy, and the ﬁshermen who lived in
Christchurch and Lymington helped Sir
Francis Drake ﬁght oﬀ the Spanish Armada. The New Forest is the perfect backdrop
for the families who people this epic story.
The feuds, wars, loyalties, and passions of
many hundreds of years reach their climax
in a crime that shatters the decorous society of Bath in the days of Jane Austen,
whose family lived on the edge of the Forest. Edward Rutherfurd is a master storyteller whose sense of place and character—both ﬁctional and historical—is at its
most vibrant in The Forest. “As entertaining as Sarum and Rutherford’s other
sweeping novel of British history, London.”—The Boston Globe
This biography of the brilliant author of
War and Peace and Anna Karenina “should
become the ﬁrst resort for everyone drawn
to its titanic subject” (Booklist, starred review). In November 1910, Count Lev Tols-
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toy died at a remote Russian railway station. At the time of his death, he was the
most famous man in Russia, more revered
than the tsar, with a growing international
following. Born into an aristocratic family,
Tolstoy spent his existence rebelling
against not only conventional ideas about
literature and art but also traditional education, family life, organized religion, and
the state. In “an epic biography that does
justice to an epic ﬁgure,” Rosamund
Bartlett draws extensively on key Russian
sources, including fascinating material
that has only become available since the
collapse of the Soviet Union (Library Journal, starred review). She sheds light on Tolstoy’s remarkable journey from callow
youth to writer to prophet; discusses his
troubled relationship with his wife, Sonya;
and vividly evokes the Russian landscapes
Tolstoy so loved and the turbulent times in
which he lived.
Celebrated for her looks, notorious for her
passions, immortalised by Antonio Canova's statue and always deeply loyal to her
brother, Pauline Bonaparte Borghese is a
fascinating ﬁgure. At the turn of the nineteenth century she was considered by
many to be the most beautiful woman in
Europe. She shocked the continent with
the boldness of her love aﬀairs, her opulent wardrobe and jewels and, most famously, her decision to pose nearly nude
for Canova's sculpture, which has been replicated in countless ways through the
years. But just as remarkable for Pauline's
private life was her ﬁdelity to the emperor
(if not to her husbands). She was witness
to Napoleon's great victories in Italy, and
she was often with him and her rival for
his loyalty, the Empress Josephine, at Malmaison. When he was exiled to Elba, Pauline was the only sibling to follow him
there, and after Waterloo she begged to
be allowed to join him at Saint Helena. No
biographer has gone so deeply into the
sources or so closely examined one of the
seminal relationships of the man who
shaped modern Europe. In Venus of Empire, Flora Fraser casts new light on the
Napoleonic era while crafting a dynamic,
vivid portrait of mesmerising woman.
The author of the best-selling Tolstoy, winner of France's prestigious Prix Goncourt,
member of the Académie Française, and
renowned expert on Russia paints yet
another indelible portrait of one of Russia's
imposing historical ﬁgures. Henri Troyat,
author of acclaimed biographies of
Catherine the Great, Tolstoy, and Turgenev, turns his attention to one of the
most violent, demented rulers ever, Czar
Ivan IV. Though this larger-than-life ruler inﬂicted torture on friends and enemies

4

alike, destroyed villages and even killed
his own son, he also forged what became
20th-century Russia.
This research monograph is the result of
many years of archival investigation in Russia, France and elsewhere into the nature
of Catherine the Great's involvement with
the French Enlightenment. Professor Gorbatov's conclusions go far beyond the
consensus of philosophic and cultural interests masking an authoritarian and, at
times, barbarous emerging European power and delves instead into Catherine's fascination with French political and social ideals. Catherine's thirty-four year reign was
marked by a furious wholesale consumption of French arts and objets as well as a
lavish patronage of French artists and
philosophers. Even Rousseau, the self proclaimed "enemy of monarchs", was seriously studied (though detested) and debated
by Catherine and her circle as the Czarina
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attempted to reform the educational system. It is this theme of reform and renewal, along with Europeanization, that provides the great impetus of interest and patronage towards the philosophes and their
ideas. Professor Gorbatov also shows the
eﬀect of Catherine's interest on the higher
aristocracy, writers, and emergent professional classes that was to reach a intellectual and political crisis upon the outbreak
of the French Revolution, the rise of
Napoleon and her grandson's battles with
the Decembrists.
Joel Sachs oﬀers the ﬁrst complete biography of one of the most inﬂuential ﬁgures in
twentieth-century American music. Henry
Cowell, a major musical innovator of the
ﬁrst half of the century, left a rich body of
compositions spanning a wide range of
styles. But as Sachs shows, Cowell's legacy extends far beyond his music. He
worked tirelessly to create organizations
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such as the highly inﬂuential New Music
Quarterly, New Music Recordings, and the
Pan-American Association of Composers,
through which great talents like Ruth Crawford Seeger and Charles Ives ﬁrst became
known in the US and abroad. As one of the
ﬁrst Western advocates for World Music,
he used lectures, articles, and recordings
to bring other musical cultures to myriad
listeners and students including John Cage
and Lou Harrison, who attributed their life
work to Cowell's inﬂuence. Finally, Sachs
describes the tragedy of Cowell's life, being sentenced to ﬁfteen years in San
Quentin -- of which he served four -- after
pleading guilty to a morals charge that
even the prosecutor felt was trivial. Providing a wealth of insight into Cowell's ideas
and philosophy, Joel Sachs lays out a
much-needed perspective on one of the
giants of twentieth-century American music.
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